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Photo Contest 
(See page 4) 
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Afferton retires 
after 32 years 


Kenneth C. heaton Assistant 
Commissioner for Design and Right-of- 
Way and State Transportation Engineer, is 
retiring after 32 years of service. 

A civil engineering graduate of Cooper 
Union School of Engineering, Afferton 
joined the Department in 1963 as an 
Assistant Engineer. Following a 
leave to complete his masters degree at 
Northwestern, he 
joined the Division of Research and 
Evaluation. He rose through the ranks 
becoming Chief, Bureau of Structures and 
Materials Research in 1970. During his 
stay in research, Afferton directed 
numerous investigations in highway 
materials, quality 
assurance, construc- 
tion operations and 
highway design. He 
has over 30 technical 
articles and publica- 
tions to his credit. 

Afferton's first 
job offer after collegep 
was in Saudi Arabia. 
Because his wife, 
Diane, had no taste 
for living abroad, he settled on state 
government where he thought he "could 
make a difference." 

"Early on I set as my goal becoming 
State Transportation Engineer," he said. 
(At the time, it was the highest title to 
which an NJDOT engineer could aspire.) 
He achieved his goal when he was named 
Assistant Commissioner in 1988 which 
encompasses the federally mandated title. 

"There have been a lot of changes, 
good changes at NJDOT since I came," he 
said. "I started working on the interstate 
system, filling in the missing links. Now 
that the system is nearing completion the 
Department faces new challenges. We 
must solve intermodal problems to remain 
economically viable." 

Afferton believes that it is time to 
move on while he is still young enough to 
explore a new direction. After a few 
months of relaxation, sharpening his golf 
game and fixing up his home, he said he 
will begin looking for a post in research 
management, perhaps in Washington. 


Afferton 


Governor Christine Todd Whitman 


For the employees and retirees of 


the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


Commissioner Wilson ereeents his Bluprint to some 400 iP executives. 


Wilson holds 

Commissioner Frank J. Wilson hosted 
a historic meeting of New Jersey transpor- 
tation managers on November 8. Gath- 
ered at Rutgers were over 400 employees 
of from NJDOT, NJ Transit and the three 
highway authorities. The meeting was 
called to unveil the Blueprint for New 
Jersey Transportation, a document which 
sets guidelines for taking transportation 
into the next century. 

The meeting also afforded an opportu- 
nity for managers to meet colleagues 
from the other agencies. Each was asked 
to bring a photo of themselves on some 
form of transport. The photos were 
arranged into an “instant collage” which 
formed a backdrop for the coffee break. 

Wilson hailed the voters of New 
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oiay ons ite ee oe approved the 
dedicated funding of the Transportation 
Trust Fund by atwo to one margin. “It’s 
exciting that the voters told us that 
transportation is important,” he said. 
“Now we have to deliver. There is an 
increased sense of urgency.” 

In addition to Wilson and several 
senior management presenters, the 
meeting featured a talk by Lawrence 
Cody, president of Public Service Electric 
and Gas, who explained how his com- 
pany was adapting to the demands of 
deregulation and a more competitive 
environment. 

Wilson engaged the group in a lively 
discussion period on the eight categories 
of the blueprint (see back page). 


Commissioner Wilson 
presents a "prize"' to 
Patricia Mooney, 
Roadway Services 
Administrator of the 
New Jersey Highway 
SU 
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While many Headquarters employees 
and visitors pass the NJDOT “Lab” 
building on their way into the complex , 
few know what goes on behind the brick 
walls — and fewer still get to see this 
operaton. The lab tests construction 
materials being used by contractors to 
ensure that they meet specifications and 
safety standards. 

Concrete samples gathered during 
roadway construction are brought to the 
lab, cured and then tested for strength. 
Tests are also conducted on steel reinforc- 
ing rods, soil and aggregate materials. If 
samples fail the test, a notice is sent to the 
resident engineer on the job who can 
require correction or replacement of the 
material. 

“We can test up to 125 cylinders of 
concrete a day,” said Principal Engineer, 
Materials, Philip A. Marchetti. “Concrete 
is tested by applying between 60 to 80 
thousand pounds of pressure. In their test, 
steel rods are pulled until they fail.” 

There are four testing teams. Concrete 
and steel tests are run by Senior Engineer 
Martin Clark assisted by Thomas Buschar, 
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poet veteran of Motor Vehicle 
Services Lora McQueen has faced 
professional and personal challenges in 
the last few months, and has come out a 
winner. 

When she was “bumped” from her 
position as a Customer Service Informa- 
tion Specialist I in the Correspondence 
Center, Lora accepted a position in the 
Telephone Center’s Suspension and 
Restoration Section. 

Faced with new responsibilities in an 
unknown environment, the Jackson 
Township resident decided to give it her 
best. “I really like this job,” Lora said. 
“Every time someone calls for their driver 
history record, or asks how to get their 
license restored, I’m learning through 
helping them.” 

Lora’s persistence and positive outlook 
also paid off in a personal goal that she’s 
been trying to reach for three years . This 
summer the producers of the game show 
Jeopardy accepted Lora as a contestant! 

“Most people don’t realize how tough 
it is to get on the show,” said Lora. “First 
you have to go to the Atlantic City Resorts 
International and take a written 10- 
question test. If you pass this test, you go 
back in a month to take a 50-question test. 
After this, you must succeessfully audition 
with the production staff before you get 


Soil 


During her recent visit to NJDOT Governor Christine Todd Whitman got a firsthand look at 
the NJDOT Lab. Martin Clark demonstrates a test of a steel rod while an un-identified State 
Trooper, Philip Marchetti and supervisor Henry Justice look on. 


James Ryan and Arnold Applebaum. 
Senior Engineer Cynthia Toft supervises 
cement tests assisted by Joseph Agabiti and 
Gabriel Santitore. Soils tests are done by 


jueen is a winner! 


into the contestant pool. The final choice 
is made from the hundreds of people who 
make it into 
that pool.” 

According to 
McQueen, 
contestants 
have to pay 
their expenses 
to Culver City, 
CA for two or 
three days 
while attending 
briefings. Once 
there, the 
contestants 
chosen for the 
show play a 
rehearsal game 
and tape a 


segment called “Hometown Howdy” 
before the real game begins. 

While just getting to the show can be 
exhausting, contestants still have to play 
the game once they’re on the show. Lora 
will be sparring with two attorneys, from 
Hamilton Township and Baltimore, on 
Channel 6 in Philadelphia or Channel 7 
in New York on December 14 at 7 p.m. 
At that time, you can see Lora’s Home- 
town Howdy and the outcome of the 
game. 


McQueen 


Senior Engineer Chris Bergeman Sr. with 

Quinton Davis, Warren Wentzel and John 

Essaian. Aggregate tests are conducted by 
John Dorner and Peter Sopronyi. 


el. Christe T. Whitman 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 
Director Alyn Ackermann 
The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, Main 
Office Building, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 530- 
2121. E-Mail TP1GUAR, Fax (609) 530- 
5469. Deadline 1st of each month. 
The Transporter is printed by the Department’s 
Print Shop. 
Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 
Gerald Guarnieri, Page Editor; 
Frank Bridgewater, Graphic Artist: 
Jim Berzok, John Dourgarian, John Graff, 
Cora Sue Santopietro and Edyth Hetman; 
Contributors; Kathleen Callahan and Judi 
Tessein, Support Staff. 


On the mend 

Best wishes for a speedy recovery go 
to Joe De Angelis of the MVS Legal 
Office after sustaining injuries in an 
automobile accident. Well-wishers may 


send cards to One Hemlock Court, 
Trenton, NJ 08619. 


Milestones 

In May, Senior Engineer Arun D. 
Kumar of the Bureau of Utilities in 
Region 4 received a Masters Degree in 
Transportation from the NJ Institute of 
Technology. 


Mark your calendar 
NJDOT employees will honor 
Kenneth C. Afferton, Assistant Commis- 
sioner, Design and Right-of-Way on 
Friday January 5, 1996. If interested, 
please contact Ann Laurie Fratticcioli 
directly as soon as possible (payments 
must be in by December 22) or call 609- 
530-2534 for more information. 


Chinese officials 
visit NJDOT 


Kuang Yu Yang, Bureau of Geotechnical 
Engineering translates for Robert F. Baker, 
Project Manager, Transportation Research, 
as they host members of the World Bank 
funded Chinese training group for highway 
administration. From China's Fujian 
Province, the officials visited NJDOT to 
learn firsthand about U.S. highways. Louis 
Berger, International Architects, Engineers, 
Economists and Planners of East Orange 
sponsored the trip. 
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- Obituaries 


Lifelong Trenton resident and retired 
MVS auditor Robert D. Dalrymple, 75, 
died November 5 at home. Survivors 
include his sister Marion Ritter, several 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

Former MVS Assistant Director 
Frederick C. Hoffman Jr., 53, died 
November | in Toms River. Joining the 
Division as an Examiner in 1964, 
Hoffman progressed through the ranks 
until his retirement in June 1994. His 
spouse Carol, survives him. 

Laura H. Lecompte of Mullica Hill 
died October 24 in Woodbury. She was 
85. Until her retirement in 1976, Laura 
worked as a senior clerk in Motor Vehicle 
Services Trenton office. Survivors 
include her daughter, Gail Tresch. 

Retiree David J. Petry, 60, of Hamil- 
ton died October 19 in Edison. A title 
researcher, Petry retired in 1990 after 37 
years with NJDOT. Survivors include his 
son, David A. and a brother, two sisters, 
and many nieces and nephews. 


WA Ga ole 
for Arizona 

Instead of listening to the robin’s song 
next spring, the Henry family will be 
listening to the cactus wren’s chirping. 
Assistant Director Donald F. Henry of 
Motor Vehicle Services Driver Control 
and Regulatory Affairs Section recently 
left the Division after 34 years. 

Off for Arizona, Henry accepted a 
position there with the Lockheed Marietta 
Corporation. However, he did return to the 
Trenton area for one more event. On 
October 27 emptoyees and colleagues 
feted Henry at Roman Hall. They were 
from Business License Compliance, 
Driver Control Services, Driver Educa- 
tion, Driver Fitness & Control, Fatal 
Accident and the Medical Advisory 
Review Board, Legal Staff, Motor 
Carriers, Regulatory Affairs, Surcharge 
and Uninsured Motorists. 

Other guests came from organizations 
outside the Division who worked with 
Henry through the years. As a member of 
the Director's Executive Committee, one 
of Henry’s special projects included the 
driver license program for truckers. Once 
in place, this new licensing procedure 
brought New Jersey into compliance with 
the federally mandated Commercial 
Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986 


Softball champs 
celebrate pennant 


The Bureau of Structural Evaluation’s 
softball team, Demolition, won the 1995 
NJDOT Softball League title by defeating 
the M.E.T.S., a team drawn from 
Maintenance, Electrical and Traffic Safety. 
They are (front row) Rob Schoenen, Nanci 
McCarthy, Tony Capiro, King Lee, Ramesh 
Patel, Keith Hill and Brian Stritzki; (back 
row) Jim Lane, Doutsen Hettema, Brian 
Smith, George McCarthy, Carmen Iantorno, 
Rich Gramlich, Mike Colville, Angelo 
Longo, Dave Smith and Mike Carr. 


NJDOT sponsors a Transportation Blueprint Photo Contest 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson has announced a photo contest 
open to all NJDOTers (including Motor Vehicle Services,) NJ 
Transit and the three toll road authorities. The rules are as 
follows: 

* Photographs must illustrate one of the flags outlined 
in the recently published Transportation Blueprint 


(see categories right). : 4 se. 
* Photographs should be black and white or color 1, Build Transportation Trust Fund Projects 


prints, (8 x 10 or 8 x 12 — no 35 mm slides). 2. Run One System, Many Modes 


¢ ALL ENTRIES MUST BE MATTED. There should be ss 3. Deliver Highest Quality Services 
a minimum border of | inch and a maximum of 2 inches. . 4. Deploy Tomorrow’s Technology Today 


Photo categories 


¢ Only one photo may be submitted in each category 5. Do Easy Things Easily, 
(limit three entries per person). soy Do Hard Things Easier 
* Each photo must have a completed entry blank (see below) e 6. Insist on Smart Spending, 
taped to the back. vA or No Spending 


¢ Winners will be announced on March 1, 1996. 

¢ Winning photographs in each category will be exhibited at 2 OEE te Reclame 
various locations statewide. 

¢ Photos will be juried by an independent panel and the grand 
prize winner will be chosen by the Commissioner. 
¢ All photographs will be returned. NJDOT reserves the right to VA 
publish the winning photos. 


8. Listen and Learn: 
Public Opinion Counts 


Contest Deadline ges 
¢ Photos should be submitted to Cora Sue Santopietro, Office \ 

of Communications, 1035 Parkway Ave., CN 600, Trenton, ; 
NJ, no later than January 16, 1996 


Entries 
must be 
received by 
January 
16, 
1996 


Clip and affix to back of photo mat. This blank may be copied. 
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